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Introduction by Laila Lalami Translated from the Arabic by Denys Johnson-Davies $14.00 / NCR / 978-1-59017-302-2 "Season of Migration to the North is remarkably compact, really a novella rather than a novel. But woven into the brief text is a dense tracery of allusions to Arabic and European fiction, Islamic history, Shakespeare, Freud, and classical Arabic poetry-a corpus that haunts all his writing. Salih…packed an entire library into this slim masterpiece. It is literature to the second degree. And yet it is anything but labored. Rather, it is alive with drama and incident:
crimes of passion, sadomasochism, suicide. It is a novel of ideas wrapped in the veils of romance." -Harper's Magazine "An Arabian Nights in reverse, enclosing a pithy moral about international misconceptions and delusions…Powerfully and poetically written and splendidly translated by Denys Johnson-Davies." -The Observer (London)
ABOUT THIS BOOK
The postcolonial condition is probed with stunning insight and candor in Tayeb Salih's Season of Migration to the North, first published in Arabic in 1966 and since translated into more than twenty languages. Returning to his home village in Sudan after seven years of study in Europe, the novel's young narrator becomes fascinated by a new member of the community, the brilliant but mysterious Mustafa Sa'eed.
On a sweltering summer night Mustafa tells the young man the story of his own European sojourn many years earlier, during which he was a celebrated lecturer in economics at the University of London, as well as a cruel and voracious philanderer, responsible, in one way or another, for the deaths of several British women.
Mustafa suddenly disappears during a time of severe flooding, but the young man's obsession with him, and his enigmatic life story, only grows. Soon an aged villager obstinately fulfills his determination to marry Mustafa's widow, whom the narrator had been asked to care for. The marriage has horrifying consequences that change life in the village forever.
Set in the 1960s shortly after the end of British rule, Salih's brutal novel tells the story of a man torn between two worlds, longing for the community and traditions of a homeland that has suddenly grown strange and forbidding.
FOR DISCUSSION
1. "They were surprised when I told them that Europeans were, with minor differences, exactly like them, marrying and bringing up their children in accordance with principles and traditions, that they had good morals and were in general good people" [p. 5] . This is what the narrator tells the villagers after his return from Europe. NYRB Classics is an innovative list of outstanding books from many eras and all around the world. It includes both acknowledged masterpieces and hidden gems of literature with introductions by distinguished contemporary authors. NYRB Classics offers a wide-ranging and endlessly surprising selection of books including novels, short fiction, mystery, suspense, history, autobiography and memoir, and poetry. Visit www.nyrb.com to learn more about NYRB Classics and to discover, or rediscover, a host of wonderful books.
